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Dear Parents
Our final days of the school year are now well underway and the Year 6 production of
‘Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies’ was a highlight and a glorious and irreverent romp
through history. The comedy and slapstick was played out to the full in an hilarious
performance. This was a fitting conclusion to the end of the boys’ primary school
years, poised as they are to move on to the Upper School or their secondary schools.
Miss Walton is at her busiest at this time whether it is practising for the play, Prize Giving or the last
music assembly in church. Musical tastes are very different but everyone was in a celebratory mood
today for the musical performances in St John the Divine, with a repertoire ranging from Beethoven to
Gershwin. It also gave the school the opportunity to thank Father Neil, Helen and James for their
generous support of the Falcons community this year.
With Sports Day, the Summer Fair, the PA Party in the last days and the Year 8 Leavers’ Party and
Prize Giving to come this is a special time. I should like to thank the Parents Association and you all
for the spirit in which the school year is drawing to an end and, In particular, acknowledge the
contribution of my colleagues who have worked tirelessly throughout the year and have given me such
support.
They will forgive me for mentioning one person in particular,
Miss Prosser. She has taught for sixteen years at both the
Prep and Pre Prep and her impact has been immense.
We wish her and those moving on from Falcons whether boys
or staff every possible happiness and success in the future.
With my very best wishes for a wonderful summer.

Reminders
Prize Giving, Thursday 5 July 2018, 10.30am at Richmond Theatre
It is essential that you RSVP to information@falconsprep.co.uk with the number of seats you require
by Monday 2 July at the latest.
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P.A News
With Gratitude
Bear with us, as this is the last PA missive of the year, we have a lot of thanking to do!
A warm thank you to all the parents, staff and boys who made the Summer Fair a tremendous success.
Extra special thanks to the Fair Committee – Natalie McClelland, Samantha Crabb, Leah Studer, Gina
Owen, Tarina Shah, Jude Le Fleming and the amazing Miss Prosser – who all put in countless hours.
We are also grateful to Wooden Spoon for joining in and to our sponsors for putting that extra bit of
sparkle in the day: Bandai Namco (for their amazing games stall), Dukes Meadows and Venatour (for
their generous cash donations), the new Chiswick Health Centre (for joining us on the day and a very
welcome cash donation), and, last but not least, the RAA (for again donating their time and venue). We
hope you all enjoyed the School of Rock as much as we did.
Thank you also to the parents and staff who joined us last night at Summer Drinks and to Samantha
Crabb for organising. What a lovely evening with fantastic school spirit!
A broad but heartfelt thank you to the PA committee for their hours behind the scenes and to the entire
Falcons community for supporting the PA’s events this year. Much of our time and focus was spent
fundraising for Wooden Spoon and educating the boys on this important charity. We’ve raised a
whopping £7311 for Wooden Spoon and believe the boys and parents have had a lot of fun in the
process. Additional charity initiatives, for Syria Relief and Calabash Trust, bring the fundraising total for
the year to just over £10,000. Everyone should be proud of their part.
Finally, our sincere thanks to our fabulous chair and co-chair, Amina Appiah Lewis and Natalie
McClelland. Their leadership will be missed next year. Speaking of next year… should you wish to be
involved in next year’s PA, as class rep or on individual projects, please contact Amina
(a_appiah@me.com).
Have a lovely summer and look for more exciting PA news in September!

The Falcon
Assembly

Thought of the Week:
“Where words fail, music speaks.”

The Falcon
Year 3 Young Entrepreneurs

This term, Year 3 have been designing a theme park for Richmond Park, dealing with issues such as
community links and environmental impact as well as planning the park and working out the financial
implications. This was a truly cross- curricular project.

Thursday saw the culmination of the project, with our final presentations to a team from Barclays Bank.
The team, Christopher, Berneice and Gareth, were incredibly impressed with the professional way
in which the boys presented their ideas and were wowed by their PowerPoint animation skills!

There had to be a winner, congratulations to Micah, Alexander W, Leo and Tom P of the “N0. 1 Theme
Park Ever” team seen in the photograph with their cheque for £1,000,000 to start their new careers.

The Falcon
Robin Hood Performance
Year 6 performed to sold out audiences at both the Matinee and Evening performances of Robin and the
Sherwood Hoodies.
The performances were absolutely incredible, filled with laughter and joy. The boys worked incredibly hard and did
not falter even with the intense heat!
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Robin Hood Performance

The Falcon
Year 8 Post Common Entrance Activities

Year 8 enjoyed constructing a variety of animals and
objects in their chicken wired workshop this week. They
finished their mentoring which they enjoyed immensely
and got a treat on Wednesday when they went to see the
matinee of The Lion King.

The Falcon
English
Thanks to Tony at The Alligator’s Mouth Bookshop
in Richmond, we now have an extensive reading list
for all the Falcons boys for the next academic year.
Tony is going to supply us with copies in September
but if you wish to check out some of the titles
beforehand, please visit and support this wonderful
local bookshop.
The long summer holiday is a great opportunity for
the boys to explore books and authors they had not
previously

considered.

Reading

is

vital

and

enjoyable; please encourage your boys to pick up a
book for half an hour at a time and add another
dose of brilliance to the developing world of words
in their heads.
In October, the English department will be inviting
Falcons parents to come into school for a reading
workshop, to discuss how best to support your boys’
reading at home. Please look out for further information when we return in September.
Falcons School Summer 2018 recommended reading
list.
7+
Wizarding for Beginners - Elys Dolan
King Coo - Adam Stower
The Fish in Room 11 - Heather Dyer
Thimble Monkey Superstar - Jon Blake
The Boy Who Grew Dragons - Andy Shepherd
Knights of the Drop-Leaf Table - Kaye Umansky
8+
Spiderwick - The Field Guide & Seeing
Stone - Holly Black & Tony DiTerlizzi
I Swapped My Brother on the Internet Jo Simmons
Out of the Clouds - Diana Hendry
Hari and His Electric Feet - Alexander
McCall Smith
A Boy Called Bat - Elena Arnold
Dog Diaries - Steven Butler

9+
Finding Gobi - Dion Leonard
My Arch-Enemy is a Brain in a Jar (Book 4) David Solomons
Podkin One-Ear / The Dark Hollow - Kieran Larwood
Wizards of Once - Cressida Cowell
The Wild Robot - Peter Brown
Max and the Millions - Ross Montgomery
Rory Brannigan - Andrew Clover
10+
Tin - Padraig Kenny
William Wenton and the Secret Portal (Book 2) Bobbie
Peers
Kid Normal and the Rogue Heroes (Book 2) Greg
James & Chris Smith
The Starman and Me - Sharon Cohen
Hitler’s Canary - Sandi Toksvig
The Explorer - Katharine Rundell
The Peculiars - Kieran Larwood
11+
1000 Year Old Boy - Ross Welford
Station Zero (Book 3) Philip Reeve
Night Speakers - Ali Sparkes
The Book of Boy - Catherine Gilbert Murdock
Escape (Chase Book 2) - Linwood Barclay
Joe All Alone - Joanna Nadin
Car-Jacked - Ali Sparkes
12 - 13
Where the World Ends - Geraldine McCaughrean
Agent Without a Licence - Andrew Lane
Wolf Children - Paul Dowswell
Below Zero - Dan Smith
Urban Outlaws - Peter Black
Pretty Bad Things - C J Skuse
S.T.A.G.S - M A Bennett
Lottery Boy - John Byrne
Flip - Martyn Bedford
Booked - Kwame Alexander
We See everything - William Sutcliffe
Come in the shop and have a look at these for all of the
above and these interesting titles… Book For Boys
Who Dare to Be Different
The People Awards
Read Mortal Engines in anticipation of the film
Big Ideas for Curious Minds
Survivors
Journeys
Good Guys
Politics for Beginners
Please note - when a book in a series is indicated
then, of course consider getting the first book.

The Falcon
Sports News
Friday 22nd June—Sports Day
Well done to all the boys who took part in Sports Day
last week. In our Junior Sports Day it was
Teddington who finished in first place to win the House
Shield. Our Senior Sports Day saw a number of
exciting battles, from the high jump finals to the Year 8
sprint finals, we were spoilt with a number of good
performances. Well done to Richmond who took home
the coveted House Shield as overall winners. Individual
honours went to Charlie SS who won most overall
medals to claim the victor Ludorum Trophy.
Monday 25th June—1st, 2nd & 3rd XI vs The Mall
All Year 8 boys represented the school in their last
ever fixture on Monday afternoon in a competitive set
of matches against The Mall School. The 1st XI chased
down a good total from The Mall, only to fall short as
time was not on their side. The 2nd & 3rd XI again
scored some excellent runs, with a number of boys
reaching into double figures for successive games.
Tuesday 26th June—U11A Merchant Taylors’ Lamb
Cricket Trophy
It was a wonderful setting to finish the season for a
number of our U11A side at Merchant Taylors’ School
on Tuesday this week. The annual Lamb Trophy is a
much coveted award, in which we have performed well
over the years. This year we had a mixture of results,
from tough, hard fought wins, to close losses. The boys
did themselves proud.

The Falcon
Music Department on Tour

The Falcon
Science
This week our Common Entrance boys have been
following up their bacterial growth plates, and there are
certainly some interesting specimens! Bacteria and
fungi abound, so the boys have been learning how to
safely dispose of
them!

On Welcome Day,
some of the boys
spent their first
lesson in the lab,
making slime using
simple household
items – PVA glue
and Borax. DO try
this at home!

Latin

Last task of our Greek mythology
Club is to create our own theatre
masks with the expression we prefer.
Tragic or Comic faces are welcome!

The Falcon
History
Back in the Autumn term History club were fortunate enough to work on a project with the Museum of
Richmond. This week the boys were presented with a certificate of achievement and their final project
booklets, as well as the work being displayed at the museum. This project was the start of a blossoming relationship with the museum, one I hope will continue in the future.

ICT
Parlez-vous code?
Why not start learning a new language this summer – a programming language!
Go to https://scratch.mit.edu/ to code with blocks, https://www.kodugamelab.com/ to make exciting
games in a Minecraftesque environment or https://processing.org/ if you have a bit more experience and
fancy making amazing interactive art.

The Falcon
French
French cookery club

Chocoholic!!!!
The boys went home with a delicious chocolate mousse.
More on their face than in their cups!

Matt R

Richard B

Daniel C

Jayden T

Oliver T

Finlay H

Reuben G

The Falcon
Staff News

Geography

Year 7 have had an introduction to the Slapton rivers field trip write-up, what they will need to be preparing for next year. Although a full report will be in the end of year magazine here are a few views of the
area we visited in Devon.

A view NE from Start Point

Rip-rap to protect the road and village of
N Hallsands

Cliff slumping on ‘rockpooling’ Slapton

Looking S towards
Beesands

The deserted village
of Hallsands

Rock armour and gabions
to protect Beesands

Cliff and wave-cut platform at beach

Narrow defile near Coastguard
Station

The Falcon
Geography
PSHEE

What an absolute treat to have had John Gregory-Smith come to visit the Year 8 boys on Thursday.
John is a food and travel journalist who has written books such as, Turkish Delights, Mighty Spice
Express and Mighty Spice Cookbook. He travels all over the world in search of the best recipes and
latest food trends, contributing regularly to various UK publications. www.johngregorysmith.com
As our senior boys begin to consider their own future vocations, we are so very fortunate to have such
a wealth of various talents, abilities and careers
amongst

our

Falcons

parents

and

family

members which we can share with our pupils. `
During the session with John, the Year 8 boys
were greatly inspired by his obvious love for
cooking and traveling and how he has combined
two of his great passions into a successful
career.
To end the visit, John popped in to see some of
his younger family members, Jake O in 4B and
Theo J in 3S. The boys in 4B were well prepared with their multitude of questions and showed great
enthusiasm, particularly when John produced his delicious brownies for the boys to sample! Many are
hoping the recipe for those are in one of John’s recipe books…

The Falcon
History
Poetry
Winners

A big well done to everyone who entered the recent poetry competitions. Please come and see Mr Westby to
receive two merits for your efforts. We had lots of outstanding entries, some of which have won awards!
Congratulations to the following boys:

Third Prize
Supermarket
by Jasper DL (Year 6)
The clatter of the trolleys
As they wander past
Time here is like a slow clock
People reach up to grab goods
And examine special deals
I wonder if they do the maths?
The art of trickery
And the exploitation of laziness
I do admire how
They live, doing such things
How people ponder what to buy
With a list in their hand
Is quite simply beyond me

Commendation Award
The Rain
by Ludo KM (Year 5)
When I get up, in early morning,
I get out of bed and start yawning.
But this time, it started to rain,
So I stayed in bed and watched it, again and again and again.

The rain makes me feel quite calm,
And nothing around me can do any harm.
So, I watched the rain,
And watched it again and again and again.

The rain makes me feel quite dreamy,
It always makes me very sleepy.
So I listened to the rain,
And listened to it again and again and again.

When I get up in early morning,
I get out of bed.
But this time, it did not rain,
So I got out of bed and went to school again.

The Falcon
History
Poetry
Winners

Commendation Award
A Leicester City Ditty
by Alex G (Year 6)
Leicester, Leicester, you were the best…
Leicester, Leicester, you passed the test…

You beat Man City, Chelsea, West Ham…
And we all loved Ranieri ‘The Tinker - Man’.

Commendation Award
With Mahrez and Vardy scoring the goals…

Mind the Gap

You were the people’s champ and with a soul…

by Kiran P (Year 4)
Waiting at the platform of the station,

The little clubs said, “Let’s follow their pattern”…
But the big clubs just asked, “How the heck did that happen?”

Waiting for the train to come.
It doesn’t look like coming,
So while I wait, I hum.

In the distance I hear a whistle,
The train is almost here.
“Mind the gap”, says a voice,
It sounds loud in my ear.

The doors open, I jump on board,
It’s nearly time to go.
I hear the beeps, the doors a-closing,
We’ll soon be there I know.

The Falcon
Congratulations
Bronze, Silver, Gold & Diamond Awards

Bronze
6W
Mikey P

6V
Lucas A
6W
Kai O
Maximo S

7M
Ryan G
8C
Jaswant B

Dylan B

8S
Niklas M

Dan F
Henry L
Clement McB

Silver
3C
Kian W
Robin B
Danny W
Rohan S
5F
Aryan B
5B
Dillan S
Andrew L
Tristan D
Ted KS
5W
James P
Ludo KM
Walter FD

Max I
7G
Angad
Louay SS

8C
Thomas W
Hugo A

8S
Jamie B

6V

Gold
3C

Diamond

James G
Scott McL
Micah F-H
3S
Jamie F
4A
Benjy H

3C
Matthew R
4A
Amir S
Michael V
Jasper E
Monty B

Narendra K
Elio W
4B
Laurence B

4B
Jake O

Hugo W
5B
5B
Alec McC
5W
Nikolai V

Oscar J
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History
Summer
Homework
Year 5 and 6—English

We would like you to write ALL of the following on any of their holiday destinations this summer:

a piece of descriptive writing
a piece of creative story writing
a persuasive piece of advertising for a magazine
a diary entry

About 250 words each, though longer if you wish. It can be typed.

I have a booklet selection of 12+ papers for boys who request a copy.

Year 5—Maths

Look at Bofa 11+ and do the equivalent of an hour's work per week to keep your minds ticking over.
Please check you can log-in before the end of term.

Year 7—All Subjects

Subject plans for Year 7 summer holiday enrichment / extension work has been emailed home with
letters home this week.

