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Dear Parents 

The short grey days and long dark evenings have done 

nothing to dampen the boys’ enthusiasm.  The term is 

ending with both serious and social events, and of  

particular interest this week was the History Club’s  

exhibition at Richmond Museum of their term’s  

investigation into the hardships those living in poverty 

experienced a hundred years ago.  Their studies have 

run alongside our efforts to reduce our food waste at 

lunchtime over the past month, and reward the lunch 

sitting who wasted the least by giving them £5.00 to 

spend weekly on goods to place in the local foodbank. 

A school is a community and one person leaving us at 

the end of term has been at the heart of Falcons for the 

past sixteen years from its very foundation.  We should 

all like to thank Juliette MacDonald for her immense 

contribution to the school and our community, and wish 

her happiness and fulfilment as she embarks on the 

next stage of her life with her husband Magnus. 

We are all looking forward to enjoying the festivities 

planned for the final days of term and seeing many of 

you at the Carol Service on Wednesday. 

 

 

Christmas Carol Service 

Our Christmas Service will be held at  

St John the Divine Church on  

Wednesday 13 December, from 10.00-11.00am. 

All parents are warmly invited to join us for  

refreshments in the school dining room from  

9.00-9.45am, prior to the service. 

Boys may go home with parents from the church after 

the service. If you would like your son to take the 

school bus home, departing school at 11.45am, the 

revised school bus schedule is on the back page. 

We hope that many of you will be able to attend 

the service and wish you all a  

wonderful Christmas with loved ones.   

Richard B showing Mrs Bayliss his piece 

of creative writing at Richmond Museum 

The Falcons  

Facebook page is 

now Live.  

Please follow us  

@FalconsPrep 
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Christmas is coming… The boys are invited to wear their most outrageous Christmas jumpers and hats 
next Tuesday the 12th for the PA’s annual Christmas Movie Afternoon. The boys will kick back in 
comfort and style to watch a Christmas classic whilst enjoying popcorn and other treats. Please send £1 
for wearing the Christmas jumper (which must be worn over the uniform due to concert rehearsal) with the 
proceeds to Wooden Spoon. The boys also will have Christmas parties in their form rooms and are en-
couraged to bring in goodies to share. 

 

Thank you for joining us, in your glamorous best, at the inaugural Falcons Ball. There was fun for all with 
magic (literally!), gambling, dancing, and a surprise or two. Thank you foremost to the organisers—Natalie 
McClelland, Gabriela Gower, Sarah Osbourne, Mihaela Wiseman, Sally Ricketts, Leah Studer—with  
special gratitude to Falcons mum, Syarifah McDonough, for the delightful Bonds-inspired photos of the 
boys. On that note, we are delighted to announce that Maria & Arjan Verbeek (Moonraker) won the High 
Roller prize of a photo shoot and £100 credit with Syarifah Photography – congrats! For more photos of 
parents and staff in full Bonds attire: https://www.flickr.com/gp/161193754@N04/302k89  

 

A massive thank you to Miss Walton for the inspiring carol morning at Richmond Station. The boys were 
festive in Santa hats, sang beautifully and raised over £140 for Wooden Spoon. It was lovely to see so 
many parents stop by to show their support as well. 

P.A News 

 

https://www.flickr.com/gp/161193754@N04/302k89
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Sports News 

Year 3 Football Vs Fulham Prep 

On Friday, our Year 3 footballers hosted Fulham 

Prep. The U8 Tornadoes, Hurricanes and Earth-

quakes were all in action. Unfortunately the  

results in all three of the games did not go  

Falcons way, but there were some key  

performances by a number of the boys. Adam R 

(3S) was a goal-scorer and ‘Man of the Match’ for 

the Earthquakes. Similarly for the Hurricanes, 

Theo G (3S) scored a great goal and also went 

home as ‘Man of the Match’. A big thank you to 

Freddie H (3S) who played for the Tornadoes as 

one of their players was absent. Freddie turned 

in a great display of determination and hard work, 

which earned him ‘Man of the Match’ for the  

Tornadoes. 

Year 6 Rugby Vs Thomas’s Clapham 

Thomas’s Clapham hosted our Year 6 boys for 

three rugby fixtures on Monday. It was the first run 

out of the season for the B and C teams, the A 

team having had one fixture previously. Falcons 

came out of the afternoon with one draw and two 

losses, Thomas’s giving us a tough start to the 

season which we’re sure will prove invaluable to 

our boys as the season progresses. Jack McP 

(6V) was the stand-out player for the A’s, Ben E 

(6W) put in a great performance for the B’s, while 

Jack F (6W) was a force to be reckoned with in 

the C team game.  

Fitness Challenge 

6V are  taking the 12 days of fitness challenge very seriously!  
Well done to all those taking part. 
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English 

English: Christmas Reading at The Alligator’s 

Mouth and Scoop Magazine!  

Christmas is the perfect time for the whole family to 

sit down and read some good books!  

Our friends at The Alligator’s Mouth Book Shop 

have provided us with a reading list for the Christ-

mas holidays. The books have been selected espe-

cially for our boys and are enjoyable for the whole 

family too!  

The Alligator’s Mouth Book Shop in Richmond is 

bountiful of books this Christmas so do try and pop 

along and have a look for yourself, it is a real treat.  

We would like the boys to read at least one book 

over the Christmas holidays and will look forward to 

hearing all about what they have read when we  

return in January. The boys should continue to write 

in their reading journals (Years 3-6) and there will 

be extra merits for boys who would like to write up a 

book review for their English teachers.  

Happy reading and Merry Christmas from the  

English Department.  

Favourite non fiction 

Atlas of Monsters Hill & Lawrence 

World in Numbers - Gifford, Taylor & Martin 

Secret Marvels of the World - Lonely Planet 

Impossible Inventions - Mycielska & Mizielinska 

Survivors - David Long & Hyndman 

100 Steps for Science - Gillespie & Du 

Can You Solve My Problems - Alex Bellos 

QI: 1,423 Facts to Bowl You Over - Lloyd, Harkin 

and Miller 

 

Fiction 11+ 

Impyrium - Henry Neff 

Leviathan - Scott Westerfeld 

Lockwood - Jonathan Stroud 

Spellslinger - Sebastian de Castell 

Monster - Michael Grant 

Arthur - The Seeing Stone - Kevin Crossley-

Holland 

Norse Myths - Crossley-Holland & Love 

The Wonderling - Mira Bartok 

Out of Nothing - Locke and Blandy (graphic nov-

el about the history of the world..) 

Bad Machinery: The Case of the Team Spirit - 

John Allison 

 

Fiction 7-11 

Father Christmas and Me - Matt Haig 

Wizards of Once - Cressida Cowell 

The Hippo at the End of the Hall - Helen Cooper 

Who Let the Gods Out? - Maz Evans 

Curse of the Werewolf Boy - Chris Priestley 

Christmas Dinner of Souls - Ross Montgomery 

Spectre Collectors - Too Ghoul for School - Bar-

ry Hutchison 

Liar and Spy - Rebecca Stead 

Odd & the Frost Giants - Gaiman & Riddell 

Song From Somewhere Else - A F Harrold 

I’m Just No Good at Rhyming - Chris Harris 

There May be a Castle - Piers Torday 

Jack & Max Stalwart: Battle for the Emerald 

Buddha & Adventure in the 

Amazon - Elizabeth Singer 

Hunt (new US imports) 

 



English English continued 
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Scoop Magazine  

We are very excited to announce a new 

connection with the prestigious publication 

‘Scoop’ magazine. Scoop magazine is a chil-

dren’s magazine which boasts exciting literary 

articles and beautiful illustrations. Famous 

children’s writers regularly feature and it is a 

wealth of knowledge on the best children’s 

literature around. We are very lucky to also 

reveal that Scoop magazine are going to be 

our guest visitors on World Book Day this 

year on Friday 2
nd

 March 2018! We will be 

welcoming the magazine to our Friday as-

sembly and they will be running workshops all 

day for the boys! More news on World Book 

Day in the New Year!  

A message from Scoop: Special Offer 

Subscription Promotion  

Scoop is ideal for 8 to 12 year olds, with  

exclusive short stories and articles by many 

of the biggest names in children’s literature, 

Scoop is the perfect gift. From fiction to  

puzzles, comic strips to non-fiction, Scoop 

has something for everyone, whatever their 

taste or reading level happens to be. It’s the 

ultimate gift that goes beyond Christmas be-

cause an annual subscription ensures that a 

copy will be posted direct to the reader’s 

door. 

Go to https://scoop.imbmsubscriptions.com 

and type ‘Falcons' in the promotional code 

box, Scoop have set up an exclusive offer for 

those at Falcons Preparatory School. We 

hope you enjoy the magazine and we look 

forward to meeting you all in March when we 

celebrate World Book Day at Falcons! 

https://scoop.imbmsubscriptions.com


English Maths  
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Science 

‘24 Game’ simmering skills                                                             

4B developing their mental maths skills in adding, 

subtracting, dividing and multiplying to reach the  

target number 24. 

The 24 Game is an arithmetical card game in which 

the objective is to find a way to manipulate four  

integers so that the end result is 24. 

This week in the labs, our Year 5 boys have 

been learning about the usefulness of alklalis, 

how they react with various substances, and 

how they can be used as household cleaners! 

They have also seen some fantastic colour 

changes when reacting ammonia with salts! 

The Common Entrance boys have been  

investigating the products of combustion this 

week, using a rather complex, home-made set

-up as you can see in the picture! By bubbling 

the gas produced when methanol burns, 

through ice and limewater, they have been 

able to prove that burning hydrocarbons  

produces Carbon Dioxide and Water! 



History Club Members and Vicky From  

Richmond Museum 
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Music and Drama Geography  

This week saw the culmination of the History 

Clubs hard work with their exhibition opening.  It 

was an excellent event with fantastic attendance 

from the parents and a special guest  

appearance from Mrs Bayliss.   

We have been so fortunate to forge great links 

with our local museum and have the opportunity 

for our boys to display their work in the space 

until April.  All of the boys produced wonderful 

and creative pieces of work ranging from diary 

entries of people in the workhouse, creative  

stories of life in the workhouse to maps of the 

workhouse and surrounding areas.   

It was a true thrill to see their work displayed 

and to see them helping prepare their work for 

exhibition including mounting and laminating 

their pieces.  All of the boys are now eligible to 

be put forward for an Arts Award and will be 

awarded their certificates in the next few 

months.   

If you get a chance to visit Richmond Museum 

before April please take a look at their work. 

History 

Geography lessons, in between various rehearsals, 

has revolved around the Geography House  

Competition (alongside a bit of map work and plate 

tectonics revision / case studies). Results will be 

announced next term! What did it cover: a mixture 

of Geographical general knowledge with a few topic

-based questions thrown in. A few flags, national 

anthems and other questions definitely stumped a 

few. eg. Where would you find the Halley VI  

research station? Where would you find the Crab 

Nebula? What Scandinavian flag has a red back-

ground with a blue cross on a white cross? Another 

red flag but this one with 5 stars, one large and four 

small? Which national anthem contains the words: 

‘Yizwa imithandazo yetho . . ‘ 

Year 6: Very optional homework (I know maths and 

English are priorities at this time) but quite a few 

boys wanted the chance to make their own model 

of a volcano or plate boundary (a x-section if you 

want) and this is the only opportunity.  

Year 5: are making their own model of a hill 

(contour patterns) and will each bring home 2  

polystyrene tiles to do so. A few have also asked to 

do a bigger, better, more specialised model based 

on a specific hill of their choice over Christmas. You 

will have to find the polystyrene tiles for that one I’m 

afraid.  Merit points on offer for these models. 

 

Locations 

for you at 

home - 

can you 

identify 

these? 

Photo from left to right: 

Front Row: James B, Max I, Alexander W,  

Alexander V 

Back Row: Richard O, Louie O, Daniel C:  

Jasper D-L (not pictured)  
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Music  
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ICT 

Music 

June Residential Trips 2018 

If you have not yet paid the deposit for the June  

residential trips please send in a cheque or BACS 

(Sort Code 20-00-00 Account Number 83320065) as 

soon as possible. Thank you.  

The music department has had a very busy week. 

It started with an instrumental concert on Monday 

morning. Highlights of the concert included Lucas 

ML Russian Sailor Dance on the piano and  

Nikolai V playing Rigaudon on the violin. 

On Tuesday the guitar ensemble and choir  

performed for the tea party.  

Wednesday we put on our festive hats and raised 

£147.17 for the Wooden Spoon charity by sing-

ing outside Richmond train station. 

We have been busy rehearsing this week for our 

final carol service. I am very proud of our Falcons 

Orchestra for what they have achieved this year. 

The players range from 7 years old up to 13 and it 

is a great achievement to play with others in so 

many different parts. They have been working 

very hard learning The Little Drummer Boy which 

will be performed in the Carol service. A special 

thank you to Mrs Roberts for helping with the  

rehearsals. 
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Private Peaceful Production  
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French & Latin  

In some parts of the world, this week is Computer 

Science Education Week – an occasion marked 

by Google’s Monday doodle of children’s coding 

challenges.  

Here are Year 7’s budding programmers in action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT & Religious Studies 

The French department would like to wish you 

all “un joyeux Noël et une très bonne année 

2018!” 

The Department of Classics is wishing to  
everyone Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
Hilare Festum Nativitatis Christi et Felicem Annum 
Novum!  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Building a Kahoot online quiz on the topics 
they studied this term in Religious Studies. 
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Year 3 have 

been at the de-

sign table cre-

ating their own  

pizza compa-

           Christmas 

from the Art studio  

Thank you Message 

Staff News 

 

Mrs E. Agyeman has 
been appointed as 
Deputy Head  
Academic for the 
spring term.  

Mr J. Aspden has 

been appointed as 

Year 4A Class 

We say Goodbye to 

Miss A. Budden 

who is moving to an 

English post at  

Sutton High School.   

Thank you to Father Neil and Helen for such 

an interesting and informative assembly on 

Advent last Friday.  

Being able to hold our Friday assemblies at  

St John the Divine this term has been very 

much appreciated by everyone at Falcons. 

Thank you to all of the parents who have been 

able to join us for these times of celebration, 

learning and reflection.  

As a token of our thanks, there will be a  

combined collection for St John the Divine and 

Wooden Spoon at the end of our Christmas 

Service on Wednesday.  

Art & Design 
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Christmas Events  

 Thank you to all our parents who  

contributed a generous amount of food 

to make over 25 hampers for the local 

elderly residents, church and local  

foodbank. 

from the Art studio  

PA Movie Afternoon  

Tuesday 12 December 

 

On Tuesday 12 December we the boys are 

invited to wear a Christmas jumper with 

their uniform to school. 

In the afternoon of Tuesday 12 December 

(12.30pm -3.45pm) the boys will be having 

their much looked forward to PA movie af-

ternoon. 

This will also be combined with the  

Christmas class/form parties and is a fun 

way for the boys to end a wonderful and 

hardworking term. 

Clubs will run as normal on this day and will 

be last day of clubs for the term. 
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This term, Falcons boys have worked incredibly 

hard to reduce their food waste at lunch times. As 

a result, we have not only been successful in 

wasting less but we have also used the £5  

weekly prize money to buy food for those in 

greater need. In particular, Years 3 and 4 have 

been extremely conscientious at meal times and 

have managed to win the competition five weeks 

in a row! We would like to thank all of the boys for 

their efforts and encourage them to continue to 

be mindful of the amount of food they waste both 

in school and at home. Well done boys. 



Last day of term 13 December Bus Route timings 

 

 
 
 

 

Route A Hammersmith 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

12:08 3A Stamford Brook Road opposite Duchess of Cambridge Pub 

12:10 3AA Goldhawk Road opposite Stamford brook tube Station 

12:13 2A King Street opp Saigon Restaurant 

12:18 1AA Glenthorne Road outside Glenthorne House 

12:25 1 Sacred Heart School, Hammersmith Roundabout 

Route 2A Turnham Green 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

11:59 5AA Chiswick Lane by Ashbourne Grove 

12:03 4A Bath Road Junction of Flanders Road 

Route B Ealing and Bolton Road 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

11:52 4B Hartington Road opp Sports ground 

11:57 3B Sutton Court Road Road – Lawford Road 

12:03 2B Sutton Court Road – Town Hall 

12:05 2BB Wellesley Road opp Grange Road 

12:20 1B Leopold Road Ealing Common 
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