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Headmistress Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

My colleagues and I should like to add two new social events to the school’s calendar and begin 

another tradition at Falcons Prep.   

When I mentioned the idea at a recent Parents’ Association Meeting they were very enthusiastic 

and I hope many of you will be too.  We should like to introduce a Mums’ Night Out at the  

Sloane Club on 7 February at 7.30pm and a Dads’ Night Out on 15 May in a local pub venue to 

be confirmed.   The Sloane Club, in Lower Sloane Street will provide a cash bar but no  

supper and a room has been booked in the club for a drinks’ reception.   

For the Dads’ Night Out in May you may have some suggestions about a suitable venue which 

can accommodate possibly a largish gathering.  We thought you might enjoy an evening meeting 

us in less formal circumstances and in convivial surroundings. 

If the idea appeals to you and you would like to come please let your Form Representative know 

and we can make our plans for the New Year. 

Meanwhile, we are greatly looking forward to the Falcons Ball on 2 December and meeting many 

of you there. 



Thought of the Week 

 

Gratitude can transform common days into 

thanksgivings; turn routine jobs into joy and 

change ordinary opportunities into blessings. 

 

Be thankful when you don’t know something 

For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 

During those times you can grow. 

 

Be thankful for your mistakes 

They will teach you valuable lessons. 

 

Find a way to be thankful for your troubles 

and they can become your blessings. 

 

 

 

 

Year 4  
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Assembly 

Headmistress Award  

 

Luca S (6W) for: originality, creativity and hard work. 

He has produced a printed book based on the  

adventures of his own original cartoon character 

Bobby Jefferson along with a detailed project folder 

explaining the process he went through in order to 

produce the final book. 

String Ensemble 

Upper and Lower School Player of the Week  

Finn S-S, Year 7 and Micah F-H, Year 3 
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It’s that time of year – Christmas trees and present shopping!  In going about your usual merry  
preparations, you can support both Wooden Spoon and Falcons PA.  

 

First up—Shoots & Leaves Christmas Trees is continuing the promotion from last year.  
 
Purchase a £5 voucher online and they will give you £5 off your Christmas tree plus free installation. The 
bonus is that £5 from your purchase will go to Wooden Spoon. Vouchers may be redeemed at any of the 
five convenient Shoots & Leaves locations or online. Visit the PA website to purchase the voucher: 
www.falconspa.org 
 

Next—you can help fund PA activities throughout the year and get your Christmas presents sorted by  

using Easyfundraising.org.uk.  

Sign up through the link below; it’s quick, simple and free. When you next shop online, just go to the easy 
fundraising site first to find your retailer (3,300 shops to choose from!) and proceed as usual. After your 
purchase, the retailer will make a donation to Falcons PA.  

The money raised will help us put on activities for the boys—Christmas movie morning, Summer Fair and 
more—and it’s no cost to you. Win-win! Head to the PA’s website for more information or go directly to  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thefalconsprep/  

 

P.A News 

 

Unfortunately there were not many responses for attending the Sports Talk on 6 December so this will 

now be postponed until the New Year. Further information will be sent out once a date has been chosen. 

http://www.falconspa.org
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thefalconsprep/
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Sports News 

Highlights 
  
1st Place - Adam T (5F) - Y5 Free-
style 
1st Place - Will J (5W) - Y5 Breast-
stroke 
1st Place - Medley Relay - Alex L 
(6B), Adam T (5F), Will J (5W) 
  
2nd Place - Indiana G (4B) - Y4 Free-
style 
2nd Place - Alex L (6B) - Y6 Free-
style 
  
3rd Place - Alex L (6B) - Y6 Back-
stroke 
3rd Place - Indiana G (4B) - Y4 
Breaststroke 
3rd Place - Freestyle Relay - Alex L 
(6B), Will J (5W), Gabriel D (5W),  
Adam T (5F)  

Broomfield Swimming Gala 

A group of boys represented the school at the 

Broomfield Swimming Gala. As you can see there 

were some fantastic results and it was the first 

competitive swimming competition for Theo G 

(3S) and Scott M (3C) so well done to them. 

Year 8 ESFA Cup 3rd Round vs Eaton House 

Manor (Football) 

This Monday the Year 8’s played an away game 

against Eaton House Manor. Brooks N (8C) put in 

a great performance for his team, but  

unfortunately it was in vain as our boys came out 

on the wrong side of the score line. 

 

Years 4 & 5 vs Eaton House Manor (Football) 

On Tuesday, it was the Years 4 & 5’s turn to play 

against Eaton House Manor. The Year 4’s played 

at our home ground, Westminster Playing Fields, 

and the Year 5’s played away at Clapham  

Common. 

The Year 4’s played three matches, with the A, B 

& C teams playing. They recorded one win and 

two losses. Jake O (4B) was ‘Man of the Match’ 

for the A team, Henry B (4A) for the B side, and 

Benjy H (4A) for the C’s. Very well played boys. 

 

The Year 5’s played four matches, the A & B’s 

played each other in a very competitive match. 

The C, D & E teams unfortunately recorded three 

losses although there were some great individual 

performances. Harry U (5B), Tristan D (5B), and 

Jack V (5F) were ‘Man of the Match’ in their  

respective games. Well done to them. 



Reminder 

 

All boys in Years 7 and 8 will require Rugby 

kit starting on Monday 27 November. Please 

ensure boys bring their mouthguards.  

Year 6 will require Rugby kit on Wednesday 

29 November.  

Wellington Rugby Festival 

Year 6 sent a team to the Wellington College 

rugby festival on Thursday and despite only  

having one practice session under their belts 

they gave a super account of themselves. Three 

of the four opposition have been playing rugby 

all season as they play two terms of rugby. With 

that said, it didn’t stop Falcons from troubling 

each of them with aggressive running and  

flowing passing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tries were shared around and it has set a  

wonderful platform for a very successful spring 

term on the sports field. 

Wetherby Football Tournament 

A team of boys from Year 3 represented Falcons 

Prep in a football tournament hosted by Wetherby 

School last Friday, and did so fantastically well. 

They narrowly missed out on winning the plate, 

losing 1-0 in the final, having come out the victors 

of a nail-biting penalty shoot-out in the semi-final. 

To get to the plate finals the team recorded one 

win and two losses, with Micah F H (3C) putting in 

some great performances, scoring a goal in each 

of the group games.  

Sports News 

The Flying Falcon 
       
   24  November  2017                        Issue 10 

The Flying Falcon 
       
   24  November  2017                        Issue 10 

The Flying Falcon 
      
   24  November  2017                        Issue 10 



The Flying Falcon 
       
 24  November  2017                      Issue 10 

 

English 

A Guide to Perfect Presentation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christmas fast approaches, it’s good to have a 

few ideas for presents.  

With so many thank you cards to write, this year 

we’d like to suggest you top off the boys’ stockings 

with some brand new pens! The boys will certainly 

find use for them after the holidays: 

From January 2018 we would like all the boys to 

use roller ball or fountain pens instead of biros.  

The boys in Years 5-8 are all writing in pen and 

should complete work in all subjects in pen unless 

specified by their teacher.  

Boys in Years 3 and 4 are working towards gaining 

their Pen Licence and when they achieve this they 

can also use a pen in all subjects.  

Thank you Mrs Cowdery. 

 

 

 

James G (3C)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted K-S (5B)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alfie H (6V)  

 

 

 

Thank you to 

our boys for 

such neat 

work.  



English English cont.. 
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For Years 3-6 the boys should feel free to use black or 

blue ink but in Years 7 and 8 we would rather they 

were using black only as that is the preferred colour 

ink for Common Entrance and school exams.  

The pens we recommend are: Uni-Ball; V Ball (Pilot); 

V5 (Pilot); Papermate. 

Any branded pen that is a rollerball or fountain pen but 

not biro.  

 

 

Thank you very much for your support with this 

and we look forward to seeing the work the 

boys will produce for us with their new pens in 

the Spring Term and beyond. 

 

“… the beauty and nobility, the august mission 

and destiny, of human handwriting.” 

― George Bernard Shaw 

 

 

 

 

The English teaching staff: 

 

Alice Budden  

 

Stephanie Bull 

 

Ellie Challis 

 

Claire Cowdery 

 

Philip Gerard 

 

Kieran Parkin 

 

Edward Simonds   

 

Tom Westby 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5217.George_Bernard_Shaw


The Flying Falcon  
       
   24 November 2017                           Issue 10 

Music and Drama Maths 

 

This week has seen boys in Years 5 and 6  

undertake our first external competition of the year 

as they all competed in the Primary Maths  

Challenge.  

Pupils are required to answer 25 multiple choice 

questions and the results of this will be submitted 

with gold, silver and bronze certificates being 

awarded. The highest scorers also have the  

possibility of achieving a place in the next round 

where further success will be recognised on a  

national level. 

This week the Year 5 boys have been getting to 

grips with Henry VIII and what symbols he used 

to show his power.  The boys had to try and de-

cipher historic words and work out what Henry 

had displayed on his jousting horse.  We dis-

cussed that not many of us think of Henry as he 

would have wanted us to so in the long term he 

was not very successful at being able to control 

his image.   

Can you work out what each of these words 

meant? 

History 
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Music and Drama 

Year 6 developing their  

improvisation skills 

through the art of mime in  

Drama 

Instrumental Lessons  

We still have some availability in instrumental les-

sons with some of our visiting music teachers from 

January. 

Belgium Choir Tour 

If you have not already done so, please could you 

send deposits by either cheque or BACS by  

Tuesday 28th November. 

June Residential trips 2018 

Please could all consent forms and deposits be 

paid by Wednesday 29 November for the June 

residential trips 2018. 

Sean D. Jervaan E. Peter W. Josh C. James B. 

Sean D. James B.  

Peter W. Josh C. 

Jervaan E. 

Basile B. Niam S.  
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ICT 

ICT 

Year 5 have been continuing their investigation 

into acids and alkalis this week, by making their 

own indicator, simply by using red cabbage. 

This is something the boys can try easily as 

home to test the acidity and alkalinity of house-

hold substances. 

The common entrance boys have been seeing 

how neutralisation reactions can be helpful in 

the real world, by conducting an experiment to 

see how indigestion tablets counteract the  

effects of excess acid – a colourful week all 

round in the labs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

This week, the Flying Falcon editor is proud to  

present her junior counterparts, making their own 

versions of the esteemed school newsletter. 



The Flying Falcon  
       
 24 November  2017                                        Issue 10 

History 

Latin  

Adeste Fideles   (Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful) 

 

Adeste fideles laeti triumphantes,                      Oh, come, all ye faithful, 

Venite, venite in Bethlehem.                                Joyful and triumphant! 

Natum videte Regem angelorum.                      Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem 

Venite adoremus                                                Come and behold him 

Dominum.                                                          Born the King of Angels: 

  

Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine                      God of God, Light of Light, 

Gestant puellae viscera.                                  Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Deum verum, genitum non factum.                 Very God,Begotten, not created: 

Venite adoremus                                            Oh, Come, let us adore 

Dominum.                                                      Him! 

  

Cantet nunc 'Io', chorus angelorum;           Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Cantet nunc aula caelestium,                     Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 

Gloria! Soli Deo Gloria!                              Glory to God In the highest: 

Venite adoremus                                      Oh, come, let us adore 

Dominum.                                                Him! 

  

Ergo qui natus die hodierna.                            Born this happy morning; 

Jesu, tibi sit gloria,                                            Jesus, to thee be glory given! 

Patris aeterni Verbum caro factum.                   Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

Venite adoremus                                                 Oh, come, let us adore  

Dominum.                                                            Him! 
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Tips for the Year 8 boys who are starting to learn 

their French speech for the CE speaking exam in 

May: 

French 

 Break it into chunks 

 Create mental images for each 

bullet point 

 Repeat/say your speech over 

and over 

 Record your speech read by 

your French teacher or a native 

speaker from your family and 

friends and play it back every 

day! 

Our Christmas Service will be held at 

St John the Divine Church on 

Wednesday 13 December, from 

10.00-11.00am. 

All parents are warmly invited to join us for  

refreshments in the school dining room from  

9.00-9.45am, prior to the service. 

Boys may go home with parents from the church 

after the service. If you would like your son to take 

the school bus home, departing school at 

11.45am, the revised school bus schedule has 

been attached. 

Next week you will receive an email from 

EVOLVE, providing a link which will take you to 

some questions regarding your collection  

arrangements for the day.  

On the morning of Friday 17 November, Year 6 

visited the Lavender Hill Courthouse to support 

their PSHEE curriculum.   

During the visit we were shown around by three 

wonderfully informative Magistrates who explained 

the work of the court and the role of a Magistrate.  

We even went down into the cells underneath the 

courthouse which was a rather sobering  

experience.  

After that, we spent time in a courtroom where the 

boys followed a script to act out various roles of a 

trial. They had to listen to the case put before the 

court by both sides and then discuss, as a  

Magistrate would, whether they found the person 

guilty or not guilty of the offences based on the evi-

dence given.  

Unfortunately photos were not permitted but it was 

a great experience for the boys as they were  

encouraged to think about rules in their daily lives, 

what the punishments are for misbehaving and 

why rules are required.  The age of criminality, 

peer pressure, joint enterprise and common  

offences were also discussed and the boys were 

quite surprised at how many laws apply to them at 

their age. 

PSHEE 

Christmas Service 



Encourage your sons to watch the 

right sorts of TV programmes:  

 
 Blue Planet 
 Coast 
 Australian Wilderness 
 Hebrides – Islands on the Edge 
 Natural World 
 City beneath the waves 
 The search for Atlantis 
 Super Floods 
 Super Volcanoes (any  

Geography / related documentary) 
 Autumn Watch 
 Zooquest 
 River Monsters 
 Nature’s Weirdest Events  
 The Sky at Night 
 Any walking programme through 

the UK or overseas 

More ideas for Christmas:  

A weather kit perhaps even a digital  

weather station (cheaper than you 

might think!), a telescope, a water cycle 

simulation box, a rock set, a micro-

scope? 

It was a great pleasure to meet so many Year 7 

and 8 parents last week who in general seem to  

appreciate having some additional ideas of how to 

support their boy/s in their Geography studies and 

specifically to broaden their appreciation of  

Geography in the wider sense. This applies to all 

of the boys – a better general appreciation of the 

world and how it works and how we interact with it 

simply helps provide a better foundation of 

knowledge and understanding on which to base 

new learning. Alex L (Year 6) was a classic  

example of this where his holiday to Iceland  

allowed him to share his experiences and develop 

his knowledge extremely effectively. For potential 

scholars this is even more important.  So here 

goes: 

What you could do at home: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit appropriate outdoor sites, museums (upstairs 

at the Natural History Museum for example). 

BBC Bitesize KS2 and  3. 

Go on holiday to Iceland or The Jurassic Coast! 
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Geography  

Christmas ideas from last week:   

What about an Atlas! (a proper one – Collins / 

Phillips – not a child’s version above Year 3.)  

It would certainly help the boy’s Geography – all 

those maps, such a cool thing.  

Other possibilities: Top Trumps - Volcanoes, a 

Globe, a supersize world map on their wall, a  

subscription to National Geographic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locations for you at home - can you identify 

these? 



‘A visual cacophony of colour in the 

art studio!’ 

Daniel C finishes his interpretation of 

Klimt’s ‘Tree of Life’ 

Staff  News  
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                                                                            Art and Design 

 

 



The Flying Falcon  
       
 24 November 2017                      Issue 10 

 

 

Art & Design 

 

.  

Introducing our very own comic strip writer and illustrator  

Luca S, Year 6. Last year Luca created the character Bobby 

Jefferson. Bobby has kept boys in Year 6 entertained ever 

since. Luca has now published his own first book of adven-

tures and in doing so has earned the Headmistress’ Award. 



History  
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House Update 

Congratulations 

Silver and Bronze Awards 

Molesey Richmond 

3
rd

 

185 

4
th
 

140 

Teddington Sunbury 

1
st
 

227 

2
nd

 

190 

Bronze 

3C 

Micah F-H 

Scott McL 

James G 

3S 

Fred H 

Sam S  

Adam R 

 

4B 

Indiana G 

 

5W 

Henry D 

Finlay H 

Nathaniel C-W 

 

6W 

James S 

Aidan H 

Jack V 

Maximo S 

 

Silver 

3S 

Myles B-N 

 

4B 

Kiran P 

Radamir A 

4A 

Alexander LF  

Silver Award Winners: Kiran P, Radamir A, Alexander LF 
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Christmas Competitions and Updates  

12 days of Christmas Exercise Challenge  

Mr Leighton-Bond Exercise Challenge is in 

full swing.  The boys and teachers take on a 

short fitness challenge over the last 12 days 

of Christmas at school. Each challenge is a 

simple exercise to perform for 1-2 minutes 

per morning during form time. See some 

photographs opposite. 

Mr LB would like to challenge some of the 

parents and families of Falcons boys to have 

a go at some of the exercises over the festive 

period. If you feel brave enough to accept the 

12 days of Christmas challenge and are  

happy to have a photo on a slideshow in  

assembly in the New Year  

please send a suitable photo to  

Thomas.leighton-bond@falconsprep.co.uk  

 

Christmas Hampers for the Elderly  

This year each Year Group will be collecting food items.  

Mince pies, figs, dates, chocolates, tea, jam , fruit jellies, 

marmalade and biscuits are just a few examples of  

contributions that can be to given to the elderly this  

Christmas. 

Please bring in food items to your class 

teacher by Wednesday 6th December. 

mailto:Thomas.leighton-bond@falconsprep.co.uk
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News from 2017 Leavers 

News from The Class of 2017: First Term at  

Senior School  

Falcons Class of 2017 are coming to the end of 

their first term at their senior schools, the boys and 

their parents have been in touch with us to give us 

an update and insight into what they have been up 

to and their successes so far. It has been a  

pleasure to hear from the boys and their parents; 

we are all very proud of how well they have settled 

into their news schools and the achievements they 

have had so far.  

 

Noah HB at St James: My time at my new school 

St James has been exhilarating due to all the sports 

- not only rugby and football, there is mountain  

biking, climbing and kayaking which I do every 

week in our Friday options. I like knowing all my 

GCSE subjects and knowing what to follow and our 

teachers make it fun but we have to knuckle down 

and get on with it too. My advice is to try everything 

as it is a good way to get to know your school and 

make new friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St James is very different to Falcons. On the first 

day it was very strange as everything is different, 

but all the other boys helped us get around the 

school. One of the big differences is the size of the 

school. A great change also was that we got to 

choose 9 subjects for GCSE and there is a huge 

variety of subjects to choose.  

 

 

Nazir H (far right) Noah H-B in the middle and 

Bo M on the far left.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornelius M is enjoying Bradfield College and 

is settling in well and making friends. He is  

loving the football and is Captain of the C 

Team.  They had an unbeaten run at the start of 

term,  

beating teams from Shrewsbury and  

Charterhouse amongst others. Cornelius has 

really risen to the challenge of a new senior 

school, even though the first few weeks were 

quite daunting.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from 2017 Leavers 
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AdrIan G The first thing that struck me most about 

Emanuel was the sheer size of it. This took me a few 

weeks to get used to as Falcons is a very small 

school. I got a lot more freedom, but with it, responsi-

bility, as the teachers trust you to turn up to lessons 

and do homework without them telling you. I joined 

Emanuel in the common entrance where there were 

only eleven places out of hundred and fifty boys and 

girls. So therefore we were the odd ones out as we 

didn’t know anyone there as the other pupils had 

known each other for at least a year or more. Making 

friends on your first few weeks is probably the most 

useful thing you can do. I am very happy and comfort-

able at Emanuel.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saul L, 3rd Form, Walpole House, Stowe School, 

Buckingham. Full time Boarder.  Stowe is an amaz-

ing school and I am very happy to be here. I’m in 

Walpole house and we have the best dorm! There 

are 12 houses and we take lessons with everyone so 

you really do make lots of friends. I’m also proud to 

play hockey for the school and we’ve even won a few 

matches! Best Bit - There’s always  

something to do and people to chat to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a rocky start to the first few weeks at  

Epsom College, I am now loving it! I really like 

the fact that there are many people from lots of 

different cultures and learning Mandarin is pretty 

cool. I've also had to learn how to Jive, as well as 

how to master Circus Skills! I'm amazed at the 

level of sports coaching. We have Chelsea 

coaches, ex-professional rugby coaches and I'm 

now enjoying sport more than ever. I’ve made 

lots of great friends, and I’m finding everything at 

my new (very big) school - fantastic!  

Sebastian C Epsom College  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EPSOM Olivier W and Nick W and Jack R 

Epsom is 50x bigger than the Falcons and sports is 

amazing.  Boarding was a bit shaky, and you might 

miss your parents, but once you get into it, it is far 

better than being a day boy.  You make good 

friends in your house and the older boys were really 

welcoming. We can go out and play football at night 

after homework – it is important to do this on the 

day it is set. There is a lot of extracurricular activity 

and it is a much more competitive environment with 

lots of inter-house competitions, music, rugby and 

this week cross country. DT is fantastic – we are 

making bird boxes and dragsters. It is important to 

make good first impressions and everyone has a 

nickname.  We are all playing rugby and have all 

been “man of the match” in the first half of term.   
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News from 2017 Leavers 

Aidan U at Wetherby: Best bits! Playing rugby 

with a Harlequins coach and getting to practice 

cricket in the nets at Lords every week.   

Learning German … still not that keen on 

French!! We studied Women in Black, again. 

Meeting new people and making friends. Easy 

commute on the tube.  

Class of 2017 



Last day of term 13 December Bus Route timings 

 

 
 
 

 

Route A Hammersmith 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

12:08 3A Stamford Brook Road opposite Duchess of Cambridge Pub 

12:10 3AA Goldhawk Road opposite Stamford brook tube Station 

12:13 2A King Street opp Saigon Restaurant 

12:18 1AA Glenthorne Road outside Glenthorne House 

12:25 1 Sacred Heart School, Hammersmith Roundabout 

Route 2A Turnham Green 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

11:59 5AA Chiswick Lane by Ashbourne Grove 

12:03 4A Bath Road Junction of Flanders Road 

Route B Ealing and Bolton Road 

TIME STOP LOCATION 

11:45   Falcons Prep, Richmond Athletic Ground Car Park 

11:52 4B Hartington Road opp Sports ground 

11:57 3B Sutton Court Road Road – Lawford Road 

12:03 2B Sutton Court Road – Town Hall 

12:05 2BB Wellesley Road opp Grange Road 

12:20 1B Leopold Road Ealing Common 
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