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Dear Parents 

The new school year began barely a month ago but much 

seems to have been achieved in a short space of time.  I 

am pleased to be meeting so many of you to discuss your 

sons and their 11+ and 13+ options.  It is an exacting pro-

cess and we now have a much clearer idea of your wish-

es as our meetings continue.   

May I make a rather urgent request to all Year 6 parents 

to return the Information Form about your son’s out of 

school hobbies and interests on Monday?  Thank you to 

those who have already forwarded them to Mr Bendelow.  

We are currently drafting the boys’ reports and will shortly 

receive requests for confidential references from their 

chosen secondary schools and unless we receive this 

additional information we shall have to respond with an 

incomplete profile of your son’s interests which may affect 

his application.  Naturally, we wish to give the boys the 

best possible profile, report accurately, and support you 

all during the process. 

Last week, I received a letter form a distinguished  

colleague in a local independent school outlining re-

search which the girls’ schools have commissioned on 

the stress placed on our 10 and 11 year olds who are 

experiencing the 11+ admissions process in London to 

selective secondary schools.  I would urge you who have 

sons at this point in their school careers not only to make 

realistic secondary school choices, but also to support 

them and not place them under constant pressure when 

they could rest, recuperate and have fun in the evenings 

when homework is completed, and particularly at week-

ends and during holiday periods. 

Mrs MacDonald has written to you this week outlining our 

examination and reporting programme for the year ahead 

and rigorous preparation is underway for those boys  

sitting external examinations. 

Finally, may I thank you for your very generous  

contributions to our harvest celebrations and your  

donations to the Richmond Food Bank.  Father Neil con-

ducted a most meaningful assembly today in which we 

gave thanks for the abundance of food and good things 

we all enjoy in these beautiful autumn days, with trees 

laden with fruit and the leaves  

turning golden and red.  

May I wish you a lovely weekend 

with your families. 

Headmistress 

 

Molesey Richmond 

1st 

239 

4th 

209 

Teddington Sunbury 

2nd = 

224 

2nd= 

224 

Photograph:  Year 7 Boys at Kew Gardens. 
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Reading Workshop 

P.A News 

We have some wonderful events planned for this year to support our chosen charity, Wooden Spoon. As 
you may recall from last year’s fundraising, Wooden Spoon is the children’s charity for rugby and uses 
rugby values of passion, integrity, fun and teamwork as its spirit and drive. It funds over 70 projects each 
year to support disadvantaged and disabled youth throughout the UK and Ireland, helping over 1 million 
young people. Wooden Spoon is one of the country’s largest funders of respite and medical treatment 
centres, sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and community based  
programmes. 

 

Find out more about Wooden Spoon, the PA’s fundraising efforts and all PA activities on our 

website: www.falconspa.org 

Reading Workshop for Year 3-6 from 6.30 - 7.30pm on 2 October in the 
School Hall 
 

On Monday 2 October Miss Challis will be presenting a workshop of ideas  
regarding how to promote reading at home with your son.  
 

The presentation will cover areas you may find useful in supporting your son with reading at home.  

The workshop will cover practical tips on how to read at home with your son and strategies to use to 
help him improve his comprehension skills in all curriculum areas.  
 

The presentation will start at 6:30pm and will be held in the main school hall. It will last for  
approximately 40 minutes, allowing time for questions after the formal presentation.  Please email 
information@falconsprep.co.uk if you wish to attend on Monday. 

PA Halloween Bake Sale on Friday 13th October  
Years 6 and 8 are baking and the proceeds will go to  

the Wooden Spoon Charity 

http://www.falconspa.org
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This week saw a number of our boys play in fixtures 

against The Mall School, both home and away. There 

were a number of stand-out performances from teams 

and individuals throughout the week which really caught 

the eye. Thank you once again to all the parents who 

patrol the touchlines to support their boys.  

 

The Mall U13 5aside Football Tournament 

On Saturday 23
rd

 September Falcons Preparatory took 

a team to The Mall’s U13 5aside Football Tournament 

in Teddington. We performed very well, losing out in the 

semi-finals of the Cup competition, 1-0 to Rokeby. A 

great effort. 

Sports News 

U11’s vs Wetherby Prep 

The U11’s had a tough day after battling hard in their 

matches they managed 1 draw and three losses, with a 

number of games quite close. 

U11A Man of the match: William D 

U11B Man of the match: Maximo S 

U11C Man of the match: Luca S 

U11D Man of the match: Harry B 

 

U13’s vs The Mall 

On Monday the 1
st 

XI, 2
nd

 XI & 3
rd

 IX had a fantastic set 

of matches against The Mall. It was a clean sweep of 

three wins out of three with some amazing football 

played.  

1
st
 XI Man of the match: Henry L 

2
nd

 XI Man of the match: Haruki O 

3
rd

 IX Man of the match: Richard B 

U9’s vs The Mall  

We have got a very hard working group of boys in Year 4 

who had another nail-biting set of matches. It was three 

losses on the day but some good work on training pitch 

this week will hold us in good stead for next week. 

U9 Earthquakes Man of the match: Alexander L-F 

U9 Hurricanes Man of the match: Indiana G 

U9 Tornadoes Man of the match: Harry R 

U10’s vs The Mall 

It was honours even against The Mall in Teddington on 

Tuesday afternoon. With two wins and two losses it was a 

better year group performance. 

U10A Man of the match: Luke S 

U10B Man of the match: Finlay H 

U10C Man of the match: Charles B, Sebastian G 

U10D Man of the match: Samuel P 

U11 ISFA Football Tournament 

Well doe to our U11A side who performed valiantly in the 

ISFA U11 Football Tournament on Friday 22
nd

 Septem-

ber. Some good displays saw us progress to the last 16, 

onlt to fall shot at this stage. Well done boys! 

The Mall U10 5aside Football Tournament 

It was another good performance from our U10 boys dur-

ing The Mall’s 5 aside Football Tournament on Friday 

22
nd

 September. Some excellent performances in the 

group stages culminated in a spot in the Plate Final, only 

to lose narrowly. Well done boys!    
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Music 
 

Drama 

Year 7 – Private Peaceful Rehearsals 

Ryan G. Louis O. Arty D. Oliver T. 

String Group Ensemble rehearse  

Thursdays at 8am 

 

 

Woodwind lesson with Mr London.  

Woodwind and Brass Ensemble rehearse 

Wednesdays at 8am. 
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English 

Study Skills: English and the Upper School  

The Year 7 and Year 8 boys attended revision work-

shops on Tuesday 26
th
 September.  

Cat Heale delivered an inspiring session on ‘How to Re-

vise’ in our staff inset day at the start if this term so we 

invited her back to 

teach the Upper 

School boys and their parents!  

Year 7 had their session at 

9am and were very bright-eyed 

listening to all the top tips Cat 

Heale had for them! Year 8 

embarked on the revision workshop after break at 

11:45am and were very eager to hear new ways to re-

vise for all their Common Entrance exams.  The boys 

were fully engaged by Cat’s interactive and fun ap-

proach to study skills in all curriculum areas.  

At 3pm the Year 7 and Year 8 parents were invited to 

attend their own revision workshop to help their sons 

battle the mountain of exam revision they come home 

with.  Cat had some 

very inventive ways 

of how best to  

revise and this got 

even the parents 

excited bout approach-

ing study time at home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the English department and across the curriculum we 

empathically emphasise the importance of reading but it 

is often difficult to get boys really interested in reading 

for revision in all their other subjects; Cat has given us 

all a helping hand in how best to revise and we thank 

her for her time and enthusiasm with us all.  

Cat Heale is a trained primary teacher with over twenty 

years experience in schools in London,  

Tokyo, California and Hong Kong. She is also a parent 

of children with dyslexia and she is a late-diagnosed 

dyslexic.  Cat trains teachers in school and in the Edu-

cation Department of Bath Spa  

University as well as providing INSET in a variety of pri-

mary and secondary schools. In the holidays she tutors 

students aged 11-University with  

dyslexia and others needing an educational boost.  

                

Year 7 said:  

Oliver T in: “Cat was understanding and 
could relate to us”.  

Ryan G: “I liked learning about the best ways 
I can revise”.  

Artie: “Cat always had another idea up her 
sleeve, if you could not complete a task – she 
showed us different ways to revise”.  
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Science 

There has been a real emphasis on boosting mental  

arithmetic in school this week. The boys have been  

tested with, some slightly bizarre, probing starters in  

upper school lessons and been playing mental arithmetic 

dice games in the lower school. Not to mention the weekly 

Problem of the Week.  

Congratulations to last week’s lower school winner,  

Nikolai V, and we have the excitement of a rollover in the 

upper school! 

 

This week, the Year 3 boys visited the Holly Lodge Centre,  
trying their hand at pond-dipping, and exploring the local  
habitats. Here's what two of the boys had to say! 

 

Felix (3S): "It was really good! I enjoyed lifting up the logs and 
seeing what was underneath them - we found centipedes, ants 
and LOTS of worms!" 

Freddie (3S): "My favourite activity was pond dipping, we found 
a water scorpion, a water boatman, and we also found a drag-
onfly nymph, which had shredded its skin" 

 

This week in the science labs, Year 5 have been learning how 
salt affects the melting and boiling temperatures of water, and 
how this is useful in everyday life - certainly very relevant as the 
days and nights begin to get colder! 

 
 

The Common Entrance boys have 
been trying their hand at two methods 
of separating mixtures - first by filter-
ing rock salt to leave a salty solution, 
and then boiling off the water to leave 
the salt, and second by slowly cooling 
a saturated solution of bright blue 
Copper Sulphate to produce beautiful 
blue crystals. 

Maths 



Geography 
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History 

Religious Studies 

Year 4  have been travelling down the road of exploration 

with Sierra Leone but we are pausing to consider 

what landscape means relative to examples from 

our own experience ie Great Britain. After all this is 

a comparison of locations not just a project on Sier-

ra Leone. The Display Board has seen work from 

Alex P, Lawrence B and Alessandro G all 4B so far. 

 Year 5 have been finding their way through their topic, navi-

gating around the not so tricky areas of direction 

and distance. Soon though, we will have to look at 

the heady heights of contours and the shape of the 

land and later pin –pointing the exactitude of 6 fig-

ure grid references. Display work from Ted K-S, 

Calvin M, Harry U 5B and Aryan B 5F. 

Year 6 have been erupting with interest about their favourite 

of topics – volcanoes and earthquakes (Plate Tec-

tonics) and much work has gone up on the Display 

Board (Kai B 6W, Jack M, Max I, 6V, Oliver V 6W) 

Year 7 have moved on to comparing Weathering and Ero-

sion. As we look at Geomorphological processes 

we have also had the opportunity of introducing 

some DT activities which will become evident over 

the next couple of weeks. Photos to come! The Dis-

play Board sees work from Ryan G, Charlie W, 

Freddie A, Artie D 7M and Angad G 7G – so far! 

Year 8 have really started to understand the depth, detail 

and development required from the River Investiga-

tion write-up. Second and third drafts of sections 

covered so far have shown real improvement. Ni-

klas M , Charlie S-S & Druan S all 8S have all pro-

duced great work for the Display Board. 8C will fig-

ure shortly I’m sure! Jamie B gets a special mention 

for perhaps the most organised and structured write

-up so far – well done all! 

Locations for you at home - can you identify these? 

This week the History Club were lucky enough 

to visit Richmond Museum.  The boys got to 

explore and ask questions about all of the dis-

plays.  We have just started an amazing project 

with the Museum, keep your eyes peeled for 

future updates.  A huge thank you to Mr Bende-

low who helped the boys get to the museum 

and back in record time.  

 

Alexander W (Year 3) 

Max I (Year 6) 

Richard B and Louie O (Year 7) 
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ICT 

Religious Studies 

Year 6 Religious Studies Homework  

The Creation Account Genesis 1 by Max I. 

Religious Studies 

Budding media impre-

sarios Year 5 have 

been learning to use 

desktop publishing 

software.  

 

Joshua G-R and Ari L 

present lively single-

page spreads on the 

pressing issues of the 

day. 

 

 Kew Gardens Trip 

Making leaf sculptures 

outside the Palm 

House 

Rory H concentrating 

very hard. 

Year 7 spend a day at Kew Gardens 

   ‘Art in Nature’ 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://hbgtp.org.uk/2017/01/apprenticeship-opportunities-kew/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi60pzmlsjWAhVHDcAKHRLDAXMQwW4IGDAB&usg=AFQjCNGdF8r8Z3yZP7JtJSrJmKeYoqwe5w
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://openclipart.org/tags/autumn%20leaf&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj05531mMjWAhUMCcAKHdZQCJIQwW4IGDAB&usg=AFQjCNEcRfuJnQs9OSMgHXZnpY4qNOpu0Q
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Latin 

 

 French 

 We are so proud to show our independent work  
related to the curriculum. As the days go by, we  
become more enthusiastic and eager to learn new 
things along with getting inspired by the Roman and 
Greek heroes who led amazing and adventurous lives.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Ἀνδρῶν γὰρ ἐπιφανῶν πᾶσα γῆ 
τάφος" PERICLES’ FUNERAL ORATION, THU-
CYDIDES  

Prominent men are praised and admired by every-
one 

The annual VocabExpress 

language competition starts 

on Thursday 28th September  

and ends on  Wednesday 4th  

October. 

Boys from 

Year 5 to  

Year 8 are  

encouraged to 

score points in 

many  

languages! 

 

Log in details 

at the back of 

their diary. 

P

r

 House Football Competition 

Year 3 – Friday 10
th

 November 

Year 4 & 5 – Tuesday 7
th

 November 

Year 6, 7 & 8 – Monday 13
th

 November 

All competitions will take place during Games time.  
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Clubs 

Father Neil and Helen put on such a wonderful  
Harvest Festival assembly for the school community 
today. The visual illustration using various items got 
us all thinking about our own lives, what it means to 
help others and how much our donated items help 
those who are less fortunate than ourselves. 

To symbolise us all coming together as a  
community, Theo G, Scott M, Leo H, Kian W and 
James G from Year 3 presented a Harvest loaf to 
Father Neil. The boys had made this with Mrs Broad-
bent in DT to symbolise us all joining together as a 

community.   

 

Harvest Festival  

 Harvest Bake Off 

Year 3’s DT lesson this week involved bread making 

- food technology, so we decided to hold our own 

bake-off session to create harvest loaves. We also 

managed to create a special loaf to present at our 

Harvest Festival assembly. 

It was an assembly full 
of reflection, carrying a 
strong message of  
helping those in need 
whenever we are able.  

Thank you all for your 
generous contributions 
toward our Harvest  
Festival, all of which will 
be gratefully received by 
the Richmond Foodbank. 
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Staff  News  

Coaches name? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Daniel Basista 

Favourite sports? Rugby, Football, MMA 

Sporting highlights? Ever since I played in a tag rugby tournament for 
my primary school at the Twickenham Stoop, 
rugby has been an extremely important part of 
my life. As soon as I started my secondary edu-
cation at Teddington I joined the school team 
and quickly became captain. I went on to captain 
my club, Twickenham RFC, where I spent five 
happy seasons culminating in me being selected 
for Middlesex at the age of 15. 
A particular highlight would be winning a Euro-
pean tournament for Twickenham against teams 
from France, Holland, Belgium and Russia. 

Hobbies outside of sport? I would say my main hobby outside of sport 
would be cooking. I love creating meals that are 
both interesting and healthy for my friends and 
family. I would say my main influence is Mediter-
ranean and Middle Eastern cuisine, and I really 
enjoy using Yotam Ottolenghi recipes. 

Coaching profile? My passion for coaching was ignited during my 
gap year, coaching rugby and cricket at Paarl 
Gimnasium School in South Africa. The experi-
ence helped me grow as a coach as it exposed 
me to not only a different way of coaching sport, 
but also a completely different culture and lan-
guage (Afrikaans). 
I then went on to become a sports assistant at 
Shrewsbury Lodge Pre-Prep in Esher where I 
gained key coaching skills, specifically adapting 
my style to work with younger children. 
  

Favourite sporting quote? “Win or learn.” John Kavanagh 
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Thought of  the Week 

“Sow a thought, and you reap an act;  

Sow and act, and you reap a habit;  

Sow a habit, and you reap a character;  

Sow a character, and you reap a destiny.”  

 

Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but 

by the seeds that you plant. 

 

In the words of the Persian poet, scholar and the-

ologian Rumi –  

 “In this earth, in this soil, in this pure field, let’s 

not plant any seed other than seeds of compas-

sion and love.”  

PSHEE reminder dates  

Tuesday 10th October at 6.30-8.00pm:   

Childnet have been invited to come and speak 
with parents on Tuesday 10 October from  
6.30-8.30pm in the school hall.  
 
The evening will focus on safe use of the internet 
by your child and how you can support this at 
home. We will explore behaviour on Social  
Networking sites and discuss a range of scenarios 
that children may encounter online and the advice 
that can be given.  
 
This evening will provide an opportunity for you to 
discuss real experiences online and be provided 
with some practical advice and we hope that 
many of you will be able to attend. 

 

Falcons Preparatory  

Open Morning  

Saturday 7 October,  

10.30-12.30 

Jaswant B—Year 8 


