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Headmistress
Dear Parents
Listening to Mr Leighton-Bond’s description of the

Such an example for the boys by their teacher en-

challenge he and a group of friends undertook in

thrals them, and the knowledge shared through

August, where they pledged to raise funds for a

such talks shapes their lives. All those who were

young boy with a serious congenital condition who present at Monday’s assembly will have taken
needs urgent, life-saving treatment in America by

something away with them which will remain and

climbing the three highest peaks in the UK: Ben

make them more courageous and determined

Nevis, Scafell and Snowdon in 24 hours, left us all

whatever they face in their future lives.

wondering not only how he had the courage and
strength physically and mentally to do it, but
whether we could do it too. In a most self-effacing
way he described walking up the most difficult of
the mountains, Scar Fell in the dark and the group
losing their way and taking an extra hour to find
the path up to the peak and then followed an arduous descent as dawn broke. The group made it
and completed the challenge in 23.5 hours.

Important Dates
19 September—Y5 Visit Winchester Cathedral
21September—Individual Photographs
22 September—Jeans for Genes Day
22 September—Y3-6 NSPCC Assembly
22 September—Y5&6 NSPCC Workshops

Monday 18 September, 9.00-10.30am
All Parents & Staff are invited to meet
Mark Hanley-Browne, CEO of Alpha Plus
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P.A News
A massive thank you to those who have joined the PA this year. We have a great group
together but are always looking for new committee members. Please let us know if you’d
like to rep (anyone from 5W or 7M?) or even if you’d just like to be involved in a single
event. Our Autumn planning is in full swing, but in the meantime: SAVE THE DATE for
Falcons PA Christmas Ball on Saturday, 2nd December at the Clayton Hotel, W4.
This all-new event will bring together the Prep and the Pre-Prep and promises to be a
memorable evening.
PA Committee 2017/2018
Chair
Treasurer
Newsletter

Amina Appiah Lewis

Vice Chair

Natalie McClelland

Allison Lorimer

Sponsorship Coordinator

Jude Le Fleming

Wendy Musil
Class Representatives

3C

Kay Goswell/Louise Swannell

3S

Sonya Abraham/Christie Wright

4A

Ewa Scott/Jude Le Fleming

4B

Mihaela Wiseman/Sally Ricketts

5B

Anju Sharma

5F

Sarah Griffin-Roach/Anna Wray

5
W
6V

*rep still needed

6B

Tarina Shah/Rebecca Towlerton

Susannah Reilly/Christiane Ribeiro Gotink

Samantha Crabb

7G

Sarah Osbourne

6
W
7M

8C

Gina Owen/Lisa Sharp

8S

Kay Goswell/Leah Studer
Schrader

*rep still needed

News
YearP.A
3 Update

Year 3 are settling-in well. See them here practising comprehension and enjoying break
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Sports News
It has been a fantastic week of sport with a number

a different story with four unanswered goals com-

of fixtures taking place. On Monday our 1st XI

pleting a 5-1 victory and another good display.

played Hereward House in the ISFA Cup Prelimi-

The 2nd IX showed some real class early on and

nary Round. It was a dominant display so early on

with the game level at 2-2 it could have swung

in the season and without doubt the team reaped

either way. The opposition in the end took their

the rewards of a good pre-season tour. Charlie SS

chances with the game finishing 5-3. Our 3rd IX

scored 4 goals and was rewarded man-of-the-

was without doubt the most exciting match of

match. In the end it was a 7-2 victory that moves

them all. The Falcons side showed so much cour-

us into the 2nd Round where we will play Brighton

age and fight whilst trying to stop their counter-

College on Monday 18th September. Our U11 side

parts from scoring. Goal-mouth scrambles and
last ditch tackles was the theme of the day.
The boys are all enjoying their handball lessons
in PE this half term. They have been working on
their half court and full court defensive press as
well as their zonal and man-to-man defense.

went out of the Surrey Cup with a 4-3 home defeat
to Barrow Hills. The side rued missed chances
and in the end the opposition punished us. The
side will now go into the Surrey Cup Plate Competition this season.
During the week our first team have been playing
their annual fixtures against Wetherby Prep, with
all matches at home this week. It was a tough day
at the office for our hard-working Year 4 boys with
Wetherby proving to be too strong on the day. A

Reminders
Please can all boys make sure they
have the following for games lessons
and fixtures.

gutsy display from all the boys, with some promis-



Full kit

ing signs for the season. On Wednesday the 1st XI



Full tracksuit.



Football boots & Shin-pads



Water Bottle

were scintillating against Wetherby Prep, fighting
the wind first half they were dominant but were
unable to take their chances. The second half was
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Music
Welcome to our new violin teacher Mr Vidal.

This is open to all violinists, cellists and double
bass players if they learn out of school or in
school.
Woodwind and Brass Group
The early morning rehearsals will commence on
Wednesday 20 September at 8am. This is
open to all woodwind and brass players who have

Our first choir rehearsal was a huge success with

been learning for at least a year on their instru-

over 60 boys (we still have room for more
though). If you are interested in your son attending the choir tour to Belgium in March 2018 we
still have lots of spaces. The tour is for
Years 4 – 8.
String Group
The string group will commence on Thursday 21
September at 8am.

First Choir Practice of the Year

Drama

Year 6 – Playing Blank Canvas in drama

Year 3 – Developing their improvisation skills
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English
Year 8 Trip to Bandai Namco Entertainment,
Richmond
On Thursday 14th September all of the Year 8
boys were invited to spend the morning at Bandai
Namco Entertainment testing out new video games
on PlayStation 4.
The boys were set the task
of testing each intricate part
of the games and then had

Year 8 were engaging in vital social and business

to write out evaluation

skills throughout the morning and thoroughly en-

forms to express their

joyed playing the games and giving their expert

views.

evaluations! English homework this week is to
write an evaluative essay, critiquing the games

The evaluations are a crucial

they played.

part of the development of

We would like to express our thanks to Lee Kirton

commercial games and the

and the team at Bandai Namco Entertainment for

Year 8 boys’ views are greatly

inviting us to such an exciting event and we look

appreciated and valuable to

forward to seeing them again when Year 7 will be

Bandai Namco Entertainment,

visiting their offices to take part in a business pro-

as they are the target market.

ject.
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English
Maths
Cont.
Harper Lee’s ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
th

On Friday 15 September we warmly welcomed
Mrs Eva Thorne into our Year 8 English lesson to
speak about social and contextual issues in Harper Lee’s ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. Mrs Norman is
from America and was able to speak to the boys
about many very interesting and topical issues
that are apparent in the book and in society today.
We would like to express our gratitude to Mrs
Thorne for giving up her time to speak to the boys
and thank her for her engaging and informative
talk.
Mrs Eva Thorne was born and raised in New York
City. She holds an undergraduate degree from
Harvard University and a doctorate from MIT,
both in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She has lived
on 4 continents: South America, Africa, North
America and now Europe. She is Director of Policy and Research for the Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change, which is based in London.

Maths
Another action packed week in the mathematics
department with the highlights being some fantastic probability investigation taking place in Year 6.
Year 7 have been
learning how to calculate the area of complex quadrilaterals
with some head
scratching problems!
Meanwhile in Year 3,
advanced partitioning
of numbers has been
undertaken and the
boys have been thoroughly impressive
throughout.

Science
In the science lab this week, the common entrance boys have made the
compound Iron Sulphide
from the elements Iron and
Sulphur - real hands-on
stuff!
Year 5 have developed their

ICT

investigation into the changing states of water, by melting ice using a Bunsen burner.

ICT
Joshua T and the rest of Year 6
have been hard at work, learning
to code their own webpages using
Hypertext Markup Language.
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Geography
The hard work continues and still Year 6 are standing out; Onno vKB and Shaun D particularly had a
lot to share with the
class (although there
were good contributions from others)
about their Plate
Tectonic knowledge.
Holidays to Iceland
and Italy contributed
to practical knowledge.
Adam T and Lucas
M from 5F also contributed very well to
classroom discussions on their topic,
where experience
in the field on walking or mountain holidays seemed helpful but in other cases it was just
a good awareness of the various uses of maps,
compass directions and general knowledge.

Religious Studies
Year 5 Mehul S and
Alex V

Studying key
symbols in
Sikhism

The Geography Current
Affairs Board demonstrates just how relevant
and important the subject
is: Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma and Jose, the 8.1
magnitude earthquake in
Mexico, population upheaval in Myanmar, the
Queen
opening
new
transport links (the Queensferry Bridge – Edinburgh), and votes on the tree of the year just to
mention four very important or interesting topics
that we study. Devastating for many of course.

History
This week the
boys
have
been
getting
more actively
involved
in
their
History
lessons.
We
have
had
some fantastic
Battle of Hastings
reenactments in the classroom with everybody
wanting to be King Harold with the arrow in his
eye. I have been treated to some wonderful poems and songs helping the boys to remember the
order of the Tudor Monarchs plus some very creative ways of reproducing and modernising the Bayeux Tapestry.
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Latin

French

We are establishing our knowledge of Latin with
some very promising results. During the second
week we took a test to establish our knowledge
gained which had very promising results. We hope

This week, Year 5 have practised their knowledge
on school objects using http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/LanguagesOnline/. What
a fun way to learn French! Feel free to use this
website at home. It is free and full of fun activities.

to maintain the same eager for Latin so that we
can raise the standards and achieve our goals by
the end of the academic year.
Quote of the week:
‘Dum spiro spero’

Art & Design
The ever popular
Printmaking Club
started this week with
making Indian elephant printing blocks .
Josh C was keen to
make new recruit,
brother Eshaan C feel
at home.

Aarav S, Alec M, Harry U, Luke S, Toby R,
Alexander B.
P

Pupil News
Jayden T from 3C
was invited onto the
Wembley pitch as
the Tottenham Mascot at the Tottenham
Hotspur vs Borussia
Dortmund at Wembley on 13 September.
Photo: Proud Jayden holding his ticket.

Oliver V from 6W went
to Switzerland for a traditional multi-cultural
Muslim Somali wedding.

Oliver said it was a
great experience and
everybody was
dressed in vibrant,
bright and colourful
robes.
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SPACES STILL AVAILABLE IN TUESDAY YOGA CLUB 4-4.45pm
Nicci Dhamu is a highly experienced children's
yoga teacher and published writer for both Yoga
Magazine and Om Yoga and Lifestyle Magazine.
Nicci teaches our yoga club each Tuesday from 4
-4:45pm. Classes are £9 per session.
Spaces are still available so it is not too late for
your son to join! Please contact Mrs UnderhillCarey information@falconsprep.co.uk if you
would like your son to join yoga this term.
Why should children do yoga?
1. A Mental Break – Children need opportunities
for mental breaks! They need time just to BE.

2. Feelings of Accomplishment – There is no
way to “fail” at yoga. Yoga instils a sense of accomplishment that translates into other activities
in life.
Fearlessness – Getting into yoga early gives
children a distinct advantage and leads them into
the idea that they are strong and capable and can
do anything.

2. Focus –Taking time to focus on one thing at
a time is a powerful skill. In yoga, children learn to
focus on their breath in meditation. They learn to
focus on a singular movement in a yoga pose.
They learn to tune into what’s happening on the
inside rather than what’s happening on the outside. This helps them tremendously when taking
tests, reading, completing homework and sets
them up for completing tasks that are required in
school and at home through emotional balance.
Fun – Yoga is FUN! They learn that everyone
falls and everyone gets up and tries again. There
is no competition. Everyone is encouraged to
move forward at their own pace. Each child is
honoured. There is laughter and the environment
is one of support and respect.
"At the heart of your child's development lies
the essence of yoga"
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Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Assembly will be held at St John the
Divine on Friday 6 October. We will be supporting
the Richmond Foodbank again this year. Please
may we ask parents to donate an item from the
list below, which contains items that the foodbank
is running low on. Items can be brought to school
on the day and the boys will take them to the
church.
Many thanks for your support,
Long life (UHT) or powdered milk
Long life fruit juice
tinned potatoes
instant mashed potato
tinned custard
tinned rice pudding
biscuits
tinned peas
coffee
tea bags (including
fruit, mint)
pasta sauces/ curry sauces
toiletries ie shampoo, conditioner, body wash,
soap, deodorant, shaving foam, razors, sanitary
towels and tampons
washing powder

Falcons Preparatory Open Morning
Saturday 7 October, 10.30-12.30
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Staff News
You have already heard that Mr L-B was raising
money to send a very ill young boy called Freddy
to USA for life-saving cancer treatment. So far
they are around three quarters of the way towards a £100,000+ total needed to fund his
whole treatment.
Thank you very much for all your kind support
and for the generous donations you have made
so far. If you still would like to donate please visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
Freddysfightforlife
A few facts about Mr LB’s challenge:
56,761 steps taken
23 miles walked
3408m elevation
1.25 hours slept

Miss E Hellgren, School Nurse is playing in the
first season in the premiership for Richmond FC
which kicks off on Sunday the 17th away against
Bristol. Miss Hellgren’s rugby experience is with
Uppsala RFC (in her hometown club in Sweden),
Tabusoro Angels (7s
invitational
team),
Ramblin Jesters (7s
invitational team) and
the Swedish national
team.
She is really excited
that she has been
offered the chance to
play in one of the
world’s best leagues for women and she is looking forward to the season ahead!

1003 miles driven

Mr Leighton-Bond has challenged the boys and
teachers at school to try and do something this
year that pushes themselves out of their comfort
zone or does something to help others. It would
be great to hear about any exceptional challenges, mental or physical feats or volunteering the
boys may get up to this year.

The picture of Miss
Hellgren is from
the
European
Grand Prix 7s tournament this year
playing for Sweden.

Email Reminders
Please note the new email address:
information@falconsprep.co.uk
To make an appointment to visit the
Falcons Prep, please email
registar@falconsprep.co.uk
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Thought of the Week

PSHEE reminder dates

Read by our Deputy Head
Boy – Charlie BP

Democracy - The word democracy literally
means “rule by the people.” It is derived from a
Greek

word

demos

meaning

“people”)

and kratos meaning “rule” in the middle of the 5th
century bc as a name for the political system that
existed at the time, in some of the cities of
Greece, notably Athens.
In the world today we hope all nations are run as
democracies.

Friday 22 September: NSPCC ‘Speak Out.
Stay Safe’ assembly for Year 3-6, followed by
Workshops for Year 5 and 6
Friday 22 September: Jeans for Genes day.
Boys to come to school in jeans and donate £1.
Shirts, ties and blazers to still be worn.
Tuesday 10th October at 6.30-8.00pm: Parents Childnet evening. A letter with further infor-

In the words of the American civil rights leader

mation has been attached to this edition of the

Bayard Rustin –

Flying Falcon.

If we desire a world of peace, then we cannot
achieve such a society through violence. If we
desire a society without discrimination, then we
must not discriminate against anyone in the
process of building this society. If we desire a society that is democratic, then democracy must
become a means as well as an end.

